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Meeting of Laneham Parish Council 
Minutes of Laneham Parish Council held on the 21st Sep 2020 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations enacted under the 
Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 5pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr Malcolm Spray  Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Phil Beckett   Vice-Chair 
    Cllr Geoff Woodfield   
    Cllr Corinna Reeves  
Also, Virtually Present  Ed Knox Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 
Via Remote Attendance  0 Member of the Public  
         
     
13 To Elect a Chairman of the Council 

After discussion, Cllr Spray proposed himself as Chairman, Cllr Reeves seconded and the council voted and all in favour. 
Resolved that Cllr Spray be chairman. Action Clerk to arrange Declaration of Acceptance of Office of Chairman forms 
for completion. 

 

14 To Approve Apologies for Absence 
None.  

 
15 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 

None. 
 
17 To Approve Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting 
as a true and accurate record.  
 

18 To Receive Village Hall Project Update 
Cllr Spray advised the rising costs of building materials, that a sub-committee of the parish council could look into the 
feasibility of the project. After further discussion, Cllr Spray Proposed that the matter be the main focus of the October 
Parish Council meeting, that before anything can be decided, further quotes, at least 3 like for like quotes, which meet 
the Contract specification are obtained and the full facts of the build are laid before the entire community, the parish 
council needs to reach out to the community to hear as many views as possible and then act on the wishes of the 
people of the Parish. Action, Clerk to add to the October agenda. 
 

17 To Receive District & County Councillors Reports 
 None. 

 
➢        Adjournment – 15 Minute Public Forum 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak. There were no members of the public 
present, therefore, The Chairman reconvened the meeting.  

 
18 Finance: 

Monthly Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure 

After discussion of the Bank Reconciliation, income and expenditure, circulated by email before the meeting, the council 
unanimously resolved to accept them as a true and accurate record. 
 
1. To Approve Payments:  

The Council approved the following: - 
Payee   Item        Amount 
S.Ashworth Digger Services Grass Cut/Strim & Weed Kill, Parish Field ‘The Garth’  Jul  £100.00 
Trent Valley IDB  Drainage Rates 2020/21 The Parish Field ‘The Garth’   £4.50 
NALC   Planning Training Cllr Reeves     £30.00 
Dunham & District PC  CiLCA Training Contribution      £110.00 
S.Ashworth Digger Services Grass Cut/Strim & Weed Kill, Parish Field ‘The Garth’  Aug  £100.00 
AWS Landscapes Ltd  5 Year Japanese Knotweed treatment programme for Bell Holt £1595.00 
Total Payments          £1,938.50 

    
2. Receipts: 
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From   Item        Amount 
Ferryboat Angling Club Rent for Bell Holt & Wharf + Wharf Road    £250.00 
Laneham Boat & Ski Club Right of Access Payment across Bell Holt     £125.00 
Yorkshire Bank  Bank Interest       £4.51 
Total Receipts          £379.51 
Bank Balances  
The Current Account Balance         £12,046.95# 
The Deposit Account Balance         £5863.68 
# £10,506.56 ring fenced for Village Hall Refurbishment Project 
Direct Debits and Standing Orders for staff and agency worker salaries including PAYE and Pension, all approved 
unanimously. 

  

19 To Discuss Replacement of Parish Website 
The Public Sector Bodies (Websites and Mobile Applications) Accessibility Regulations 2018 come into force later this 
month and Parish Councils must be seen to be moving towards compliance with these new laws. The existing website 
does not comply, it is managed by a member of the public who has given notice retire. GDPR is also a factor, as the 
domain/hosting servers for the website content and emails must be within the UK or EU. Ongoing maintenance of the 
website needs factoring into the replacement. It needs to be user friendly, easy to operate/access by the clerk and 
provide a layout that is also compliant with the Transparency Regulations 2015. Parish Council websites provided by 
2Commue Ltd provide a layout that is both complaint with GDPR, Transparency Regulations and the new Public Sector 
Bodies Accessibility Regulations. The website is easy to manage in edit mode. The website operates on the ‘gov.uk’ 
domain and comes with email ‘gov.uk’ accounts which the Clerk and Cllrs can use for parish council business, these can 
operate via Microsoft Outlook or a web portal, they can be configured for Cllrs Phones if desired. 
The initial cost to transfer the old website to 2Commune is a one-off fee of £250 plus £250 for the initial hosting, 
support and licence, £150 to register the Gov.uk domain name and £35 for 8 email account. Total £685. Year 2 total 
cost £250. 
After discussion, Cllr Reeves Proposed, Cllr Spray Seconded and the Council unanimously resolved to arrange for 
2Commune to take over the website. Action, clerk to arrange. 

 
20 To Discuss land rental opportunities 

Prior to the meeting the Clerk circulated documentation on the history of all parish land and assets: 
 
The Parish Garden HM Land Registry Title NT437955: This is a Triangular small former allotment on the bend on the 
south side of Rampton Road. After discussion, the Council unanimously resolved to 1) approach the farmer who is a 
neighbouring land owner to ascertain their potential interest in purchasing the land, 2) Cllr Reeves will arrange for a 
land valuation of this piece of land, together with the Over Trent Piece HM Land Registry Title LL289037. Action, Clerk 
and Chairman to contact the neighbouring land owner and Cllr Reeves to arrange valuation. 
 
Over Trent Piece HM Land Registry Title LL289037: 5.5 acres of land beside the Trent on the Lincolnshire side. After 
discussion, the Council unanimously resolved for Cllr Reeves to arrange for a land valuation of this piece of land, 
together with the Parish Garden HM Land Registry Title NT437955. Action, Cllr Reeves to arrange valuation. 

 
War Memorial HM Land Registry Title NT437951: situated on the corner of Main Street and Broadings Lane, the 
memorial, railings and small piece of land was donated to the parish council in 1921. After discussion, the Council 
unanimously resolved to 1) install an A2 metal sign on the wall giving the history of the war memorial from ‘The Sign 
Shed.co.uk for £28. 2) Arrange for a small amount of money to be budgeted for annually so that funds are available for 
repainting the railings, the wall and cleaning the memorial when necessary. Action, Clerk to arrange. 
 
The Bell Holt & Wharf HM Land Registry Title NT437954 & Wharf Road: Are currently let on an agreement signed in 
2005 to Ferry Boat Angling Club. Laneham Boat & Ski Club rent a right of access to the boat club across the Bell Holt to 
their land. The agreement states it was to be reviewed annually by the Parish Council. 
The trees on the Bell Holt, Wharf & Wharf road are in a public area, the Parish Council has a duty to have the trees 
inspected by a tree specialist and undertake any required remedial actions for public safety. The insurers will only pay 
out if a tree or branch falls on a third party if evidence of the inspection and all required remedial works have been 
undertaken. 
After discussion, the Council unanimously resolved 1) The clerk obtain the cost of the tree inspection and send around 
the council for approval. 2) The Clerk and Chairman to arrange to contact the Fishing Club and Boat Club to discuss 
lease/rental reviews. Action, Clerk to arrange. 
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Bus Shelter – Dunham Road – HM Land Registry NT446630 – Originally a pair 19th Century Parish Cottages rented to 
local residents, the Parish Council sold one and turned the other in 1931 into a bus shelter. This was rebuilt in 2007 as a 
‘like for like’ replacement of the original design and Rampton Hospital made the noticeboard inside. After discussion, 
the Council unanimously resolved to 1) Arrange for a small amount of money to be budgeted for annually so that funds 
are available for whenever the inside bench needs repairing or repainting, for repainting the shelter and any other 
repairs when necessary. 2) change the damaged Perspex on the noticeboard for toughened glass, and put brass knobs 
on to allow members of the public to use the noticeboard for the community. 3) install an A2 metal sign on the wall 
giving the history of the war memorial from ‘The Sign Shed.co.uk for £28. Action, Clerk to arrange. 

 
Hill Garden – North of St Peters Church – Initially offered to the Council in 2000, subsequent documentation revealed 
that the Council had not been able to take over the land as a community garden without the consent of the family 
members who own the land. After discussion, the Council unanimously resolved to close the matter, to take no further 
action in pursuing the subject.  
 
The Poor Close – The Poor Close is a registered Charity (no 241834) and ran by trustees, however, under the Charities 
Act 1960 the Parish Council has a duty to appoint trustees, who serve terms of 4 years, appointed in May in the 4th year 
at the Annual Parish Meeting. The persons appointed as trustees to the Poor Close charity may be, but need not be, 
members of the Parish Council. The Act also requires that the charity provide a summary of the audited accounts on an 
annual basis for the Parish Council to have available at the Annual Parish Meeting, at the request of the Parish Council. 
The original purpose of the charity was to supply coal and bread to the poor of the parish, the charity commission has 
published documents on such charities across the UK, over the years to say that the trustees must spend the funds in a 
modern way to help assist people in need in the parish, but care should be taken not to give generally to one 
demographic of the population, ie only children or only the elderly, it must be to support all. The Clerk clarified that the 
Parish Council has no responsibility over the charity, other than the power to appoint trustees and have sight of the 
audited accounts. 
 
In conclusion Cllr Spray raised the potential idea of a Parish Lengthsman, an employee of the Parish Council who would 
act as a litter picker/handyperson for the parish, that this idea and the costs be evaluated as part of the budget 
preparation, for discussion in November. Action, Clerk to provide information. 

 
21 To Discuss grass cutting of the Bell Holt & Wharf 

The Knotweed specialists have advised that if the Bell Holt was kept cut it will help prevent Knotweed from establishing. 
S.Ashworth Digger Services have quoted to Flail mow Bell Holt and Wharf land for the first time £75, then £30 per cut 
thereafter. £20 per weedkill.  
After discussion, Council unanimously resolved to include estimates into the budget for the next financial year. Action, 
Clerk to arrange. 

 
22 To Approve Adoption of updated Formal Documents 

After discussion of the updated documents circulated by email, Cllr Reeves Proposed, Cllr Spray Seconded and the 
resolved that the following be adopted with immediate effect: 

• Complaints Procedure 

• Grievance & Disciplinary Procedure  

• Petitions Policy 

• Public Participation Policy 

• Health & Safety Policy 

• Risk Assessment  

• Grant Awarding Policy 
 

23 To discuss the idea of Laneham Festival  
The Council agreed to defer this item to the October meeting. 
 

24 To discuss ideas for the Parish Survey  
The Council agreed to defer this item to the October meeting. 

 
25 To report issues relating to Rampton Road to Notts County Council  

The clerk has forwarded on the concerns raised by the member of the public regards the safety of the junction of 
Rampton Road/Main Street to County Cllr Ogle and the Highways Dept. The response from the Highways Manager was: 
“I have had a look at this junction and as you will know it is a typical rural road junction with a fairly narrow footway 
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one side and properties close to the junction. I am pleased to report that there are NO recorded injury accidents for this 
junction. 

 
I did observe that the ‘Give Way’ sign on Rampton Road is now totally obscured by private, a letter is being sent today 
to the property owner requesting this be cut back without delay. The road makings are also fairly worn at this junction 
and I have requested these be included in the programme for renewal. The refreshed lining will help to highlight the 
narrow width of Rampton Road at the junction. 

 
There are wide verges on both sides of Main Street at this junction and good visibility for traffic travelling along Main 
Street which also has advance d warning signs of the approaching junction as well as the directional signage opposite 
this junction. There are no current proposals for any additional intervention at this junction.” After discussion, the 
Council agreed with the findings of the Highways Dept, nothing further could be done, other than reporting it to the 
Highways Dept.  
 

26 To Discuss Staffing Matters 
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the following agenda item the council may vote 
to close the item to members of the public due so that the Council can discuss Staffing matters (which may include, but 
not limited, to contracts of employment, salaries, HR Policies, terms of service, engagement, conduct and dismissal of 
employees, appointment of employees, financial or personal business affairs of the individual) minutes of the decisions 
made under this item will be open to the public. 
After Discussion, the Council noted the Local Govt NJC scale cost of living rise which was agreed nationally on 24th Aug 
and is backed dated to the 1st Apr. The Council also noted that the Clerk passed the ILCA qualification in June and the 
CiLCA qualification in August. Cllr Spray Proposed, Cllr Reeves Seconded and Council Resolved that 1) that the Clerk be 
awarded the back pay to the start of his employment, that the rise to SCP 18 with effect from 18th June and SCP 19 with 
effect from 24th August. 2) Cllrs Spray and Reeves work on reviewing the Clerk’s hours to assess if the core hours of the 
role need to increase and the costs/findings of this to be put forward at the time of the discussion for the budget in 
November, 3) the Clerk to record all extra work that is taking place at the moment, can work up to 6 hrs over time per 
month where necessary and then advise the Chair if extra hours are needed. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
7:10pm.  

  
 


