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Meeting of Laneham Parish Council 
Minutes of Laneham Parish Council held on the 21st Dec 2020 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations enacted under the 
Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 7:00pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr Malcolm Spray  Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Corinna Reeves  
    Cllr Rosemarie Connole  
     
Also, Virtually Present  Ed Knox Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 
Via Remote Attendance  0 Member of the Public  
    County Cllr John Ogle 
         
 

49/20 To Approve Apologies for Absence 
After discussion, the council resolved to accept the apologies of Cllr Beckett due to working as an International Arbiter 
on the British Chess Championships. 
 

50/20 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 
None.  

 
51/20 To Approve Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting 
as a true and accurate record.  
 

52/20 To Receive District & County Councillors Reports 
 Dist Cllr Isard: Sent apologies that she was unable to access Zoom. No report received. 
 County Cllr Ogle: No report received. 
 
➢        Adjournment – 15 Minute Public Forum 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak. There were no members of the public 
present, therefore, the Chairman reconvened the meeting.  

 
53/20 Finance: 

Monthly Income & Expenditure 

After discussion of the Financial Information, circulated by email before the meeting, the council unanimously resolved 
to accept them as a true and accurate record. 
 
1. To Approve Payments:  

The Council approved the following: - 
Payee   Item        Amount 
Came & Co Ltd  Insurance Renewal      £123.11 
Total Payments          £123.11 

    
2. Receipts: 

From   Item        Amount 
HMRC   PAYE Rebate        £449.12 
Western Power Distribution Wayleave 6 Year Back Payment     £314.94 
Total Receipts          £764.06 
Bank Balances  
The Current Account Balance         £15,578.48 
The Deposit Account Balance         £5,863.68 
Direct Debits and Standing Orders for staff and agency worker salaries including PAYE and Pension, all approved 
unanimously. 

  
3. To Approve 2021/22 Budget & Set a Precept 

Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had circulated the draft budget, statement, precept requirement for 2020/21 and 
the facts surrounding the precept to allow each member time to prepare for making a decision. 
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Bassetlaw District Council Concurrent Grant has reduced year on year to just £9 in 2020. Explaining the reduction 
of the Concurrent Grant, Bassetlaw District Council wrote to each Parish Council to state that: “we continue to 
reduce the concurrent grant; therefore, you need to factor in these reductions, you will see that Harworth & 
Bircotes Parish Council decided some years ago to substantially increase their precept and invest in their 
infrastructure for their local people.” 
NALC and the SLCC advise that Parish Councils should not set any arbitrary, random figure for their precepts, the 
law requires parish councils to set a precept that is a ‘balancing figure’ known in legislation as the ‘council tax 
requirement’. The precept should be set to be the amount of money required to ‘balance’ the accounts after 
deducting all ‘other expected regular annual income’ in our case this is all rental income from Parish Land and 
Property: 

Other Income Income 
Amount 

Precept 
Saving 
per home 
@ Band D 

Precept 
Saving per 
home @ 
Band A 

Bassetlaw Concurrent Grant £9 £0.06 £0.04 

Bassetlaw Street Cleaning Grant £225 £1.45 £0.97 

Land Rent & Wayleaves £1050 £6.78 £4.52 

Total £1284 £8.29 £5.53 

In addition to the usual running costs, after taking into consideration the self-generated income, a precept rise is 
required to cover the balance of regular recurring expenditure. 
After an in-depth discussion of the budget options, Cllr Spray called for a vote, all members in favour, resolved to 1) 
approve the budget, 2) to set precept of £15,814 = to Band D at £100.32 per year (£8.36 per month). Action, the RFO to 
submit the completed Precept paperwork to Bassetlaw District Council. 
Cllr Reeves Proposed that the Clerk works with S.Ashworth Diggers Ltd to reduce the number of cuts where possible, on 
the Garth Parish Field and the Bell Holt, the land is not needed to be kept to a football pitch/playground standard so 26 
cuts per year may not be needed. Cllr Spray Seconded. Action, Clerk to contact S Ashworth to see what saving can be 
achieved.   
The rise this year will ensure that required tree inspection and maintenance on parish land takes place, the parish Bell 
holt land beside the Trent is maintained to the same standard as the Garth Parish Field near Trent Field Farm, the 
Japanese Knotweed is correctly dealt with and the Parish Council is able to improve the Laneham and Church Laneham 
by employing a Lengthsman person. 
It is also worth noting that the parishes have a total of 169 properties, 98 are in bands A to C, out of 169, which will pay 
less than the Band D figure. Homes with only 1 adult occupant, are entitled to receive a further 25% reduction on the 
above figures, with additional reductions for residents in receipt of certain benefits. Details are found by contacting 
Bassetlaw Council regards Council Tax reduction. 
In comparison with other parishes in Bassetlaw, this is still a modest precept, for example, at Band D, in 2019/20 West 
Stockwith electorate 265, precept was £129.81 a year, Torworth electorate 208, was £106.38, they are much smaller 
than Laneham as Laneham has electorate of 343. 

 
54/20 To progress the Parish Survey  

After discussion, Cllr Reeves agreed to email the draft to the Clerk to send around the Council, so that any further 
amendments can be made before arranging to print. Action, Cllr Reeves. 

 
55/20 To Discuss Laneham Public Toilets 

The BDC Principal Environmental Service Manager (PESM) had been in touch to advise that the matter had been 
discussed with Head of Neighbourhood Services, they are working on a draft agreement document outlining what the 
District Council and what the Parish Council shall be responsible for. The PESM advised that BDC are happy with the 
idea of the toilets being closed during the winter months and the annual Public Toilet Grant can then be sufficient to 
pay at least a living wage to the Caretaker. The PESM couldn’t give any specific timescales for the agreement but hoped 
to have it with the Parish Council shortly. 
 

56/20 To Discuss a Village Lengthsman Possibility 
The Chairman and Clerk have worked on a potential ‘tasks list’ that the role of Lengthsman could undertake in the 
Parish. After discussion, the Council have already budgeted, as part of the 2021/22 budget to potentially fund the role, 
based on 6hrs per week paid on the NJC scales SCP4 £9.84ph. Cllr Reeves will mention to role in the Parish Survey, if 
feedback is positive, the role be advertised, with a start date as soon as practically possible after interview. 
  

57/20 To Discuss Broadings Lane Playing Field 
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The Clerk has been in touch with BDC Council’s Strategic Leisure and Health Communities Manager, Leisure and Cultural 
Services (SLHCM), who has advised they are looking into the possibility of allowing the Parish Council to arrange to 
supply, install, own, insure and maintain potential play equipment on the playing field, whilst BDC would potentially 
then continue to own the land, cut the grass, maintain the hedges, trees and empty the rubbish bin. The SLHCM is 
currently looking into this and a possible agreement between BDC and the Parish Council, however the SLHCM suspects 
it may need to be considered as an Agenda item at the Bassetlaw Cabinet meeting. 
After discussion, Cllr Spray proposed, Cllr Connole Seconded and the Council resolved that the council approve the 
idea in principle, depending permission and an agreement with BDC, to commit up to £5000 of parish Council funds to 
potential play equipment, the Chairman to work with the clerk to find potential grants and obtain a set of quotes for 
suitable play equipment. The matter to be put on a future meeting for final agreement once more information has been 
obtained. It may also be included within the parish survey form. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
8:45pm.  

  
 


