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Meeting of Laneham Parish Council 
Minutes of Laneham Parish Council held on the 19th Oct 2020 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations enacted under the 
Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 7:14pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr Malcolm Spray  Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Phil Beckett   Vice-Chair 
    Cllr Corinna Reeves  
    Cllr Rosemarie Connole (from item 28/20) 
Also, Virtually Present  Ed Knox Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 
Via Remote Attendance  0 Member of the Public  
         
 

27/20 To Approve Apologies for Absence 
None.  
 

28/20 To Receive a written application for the office of Parish councillor and to potentially Co-opt a candidate to fill the 
existing vacancy 
After discussion, the chairman called for a vote, 4 in favour resolved to co-opt Rosemarie Connole. Mrs Connole signed 
the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form and completed the ‘registration of interests’ form. Action, the Clerk to 
inform Bassetlaw District Council. 
 

29/20 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 
Cllr Beckett declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 34/20.  

 
30/20 To Approve Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting 
as a true and accurate record.  
 

31/20 To Receive District & County Councillors Reports 
 Dist Cllr Keith Isard resigned in Sep 2020. No reports received 

 
➢        Adjournment – 15 Minute Public Forum 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak. There were no members of the public 
present, therefore, The Chairman reconvened the meeting.  

 
32/20 Finance: 

Monthly Bank Reconciliation/Income & Expenditure 

After discussion of the Bank Reconciliation, income and expenditure, circulated by email before the meeting, the council 
unanimously resolved to accept them as a true and accurate record. 
 
1. To Approve Payments:  

The Council approved the following: - 
Payee   Item        Amount 
S.Ashworth Digger Services Grass Cut/Strim & Weed Kill, Parish Field ‘The Garth’ 6th Sep  £50.00 
S.Ashworth Digger Services Fencing on Wharf Road, beside Trent Opposite Manor Park  £495.00 
Information Commissioner ICO Annual Fee 2020      £35.00 
DALC   Chair Training x 2 Cllrs      £100.00 
Notts CC Via Ltd  Annual Tree Inspections      £270.00 
S.Ashworth Diggers Ltd Flail & Mow 1st Cut of Bell Holt     £75.00 
Total Payments          £1025.00 

    
2. Receipts: 

From   Item        Amount 
Western Power Distribution Wayleave 2018-20 Underground Cables to warning siren Moor Lane £3.45 
Bassetlaw District Council 2nd Half Concurrent Grant       £4.50 
Bassetlaw District Council 2nd Half Public Toilet Grant      £2,350 
Bassetlaw District Council 2nd Half Street Cleaning Grant     £112.50 
Bassetlaw District Council 2nd Half Precept        £3,663 
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Bassetlaw District Council District Cllrs Grant for Website     £400.00 
Total Receipts          £6,533.45 
Bank Balances  
The Current Account Balance         £16,877.41 
The Deposit Account Balance         £5863.68 
# £10,506.56 ring fenced for Village Hall Refurbishment Project 
Direct Debits and Standing Orders for staff and agency worker salaries including PAYE and Pension, all approved 
unanimously. 

 
33/20 To discuss ideas for the Parish Survey  

After Discussion, the Council resolved that Cllr Reeves will collate the information and photos of each parish Councillor 
and the Clerk to advertise a ‘who’s who’ of the Parish Council, explain what Parish Councils are and what potential powers 
they have. The leaflet will also advise the public of the vacancies on the Parish Council and call for new members. The 2nd 
part of the document will be to ask the public questions on what they are interested in for the Parish of Laneham, ‘what 
would they like to see in the future?’ This will include, but not limited to, the future development of the Village Hall, 
Highways/County Council issues, Bassetlaw District Council level issues, would the people like to employ a village litter 
picker/lengthsman, a parish council employee which all surrounding parishes have, who would undertake a variety of 
tasks in the parish to improve the general appearance of public areas. Action Cllr Reeves to collate and arrange 
leaflet/survey creation. 

 
34/20 To Receive Village Hall Project Update 

Cllr Spray gave thanks to Cllr Woodfield who recently resigned from the Council. After discussion, the Council agreed 
that due to Covid restrictions it is not possible to safely hold a public consultation open day about the future of the 
village hall.  The Council agreed that as part of the parish survey, views, ideas and thoughts would be gathered about 
the potential village hall extension and that as soon as it is safe to do so, a public consultation open day will be held to 
hear the views of the people and present them with clear accurate facts, and allow for questions and answers to take 
place. The Council resolved that the matter will be discussed again in January 2021 after the survey has taken place. 
 

35/20 To discuss the idea of Laneham Festival  
After Discussion, the Council resolved that Cllr Reeves will approach and work with the Village Hall Committee to see how 
the potential idea can/could interact with the Village Hall Summer Fayre. Cllr Connole agreed to work with Cllr Reeves to 
see if there is any potential funding available towards festivals. 

 
36/20 To Authorise Valuation of Parish Council land and decide on its future use 

The Parish Garden HM Land Registry Title NT437955: This is a triangular small former allotment on the bend on the 
south side of Rampton Road. After discussion, the Council unanimously resolved to obtain a valuation from Pygott & 
Crone Ltd and proceed with selling the land. 
Over Trent Piece HM Land Registry Title LL289037: 5.5 acres of land beside the Trent on the Lincolnshire side. After 
discussion, the Council unanimously resolved to obtain a valuation from Pygott & Crone Ltd to advise on the rental and 
sale value of the land, and then to proceed to either sell the land with covenants to protect its future usage or rent on a 
long-term lease.  
 

36/20 To Discuss Parish Council Rental Income 
Wayleaves: 
The Clerk gave an update with the Wayleaves due to the Parish Council from BT Openreach, Western Power Distribution 
and National Grid. An additional £43.65 per year is due from Western Power, in addition to the existing £1.15. £2.67 per 
year is due from National Grid and it is estimated that £189 per year is due from BT Openreach, we are currently awaiting 
final confirmation of this. 
Boat Club/Fishing Club: 
Cllr Spray gave a detailed overview of the existing agreements with Laneham Boat & Ski Club and Laneham Ferryboat 
Angling Club, which the existing agreement dates from 2005. It was noted that the old agreement mentioned that the 
Parish Council used the rental income as a donation to St Peter Church Parochial Church Council. NALC have issues clear 
guidance to Parish Councils which has pointed out that since 1894 it has been illegal to donate money or provide any 
services to Churches/Church Councils, Cllr Splay asked the Clerk to double check this and NALC legal have confirmed this. 
Cllr Splay advised that, therefore, no further payments can be made to St Peter’s Church.  The matter around paying 
churches cannot be debated on or the decision altered, without a change to the law, because parish councils cannot 
resolve to undertake an action that breaks the law. The Council also noted that the Parish Council now has a grant 
awarding policy so any ground who approaches the Parish Council for a donation from public funds, must meet the 
criteria in the donation policy and provide evidence of need. 
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Laneham Ferryboat Angling Club: After Discussion, Cllr Reeves Proposed, Cllr Beckett Seconded and the Council 
unanimously resolved to issue a new lease to the Laneham Ferryboat Angling Club, which will be reviewed annually, with 
Annual rental reviews at least in line with CPI, that the Club shall pay an additional £200 this financial year and from 1st 
July 2021 the annual rent shall increase to £800 per year, the club shall pay by internet banking. Action, Clerk to write to 
Angling Club to confirm. 
Laneham Boat & Ski Club: After Discussion, Cllr Beckett Proposed, Cllr Reeves Seconded and the Council unanimously 
resolved to issue a new lease to the boat & ski club, which will be reviewed annually, the Club shall pay a rent of £200 
per year with effect from 1st April 2021 with Annual rental reviews at least in line with CPI, rental payments to be by 
internet banking (If possible). Action, Clerk to write to Angling Club to confirm. 
 

37/20 To receive tree survey report 
After discussing the findings of the County Council tree officer’s report, the most urgent tree works were required on 
the Garth Parish Field within 90 days. Cllr Spray Proposed, Cllr Reeves Seconded and the Council unanimously resolved 
to accept the £350 Tree Surgery quote from Toparia Summits Ltd to undertake this work within the deadline of 90 days. 
The Clerk will budget for the less urgent work, also £350, which needs undertaking on Bell Holt within 12 months, for 
the next financial year. Action, Clerk to contact Toparia Summits. 
 

38/20 To Discuss Staffing Matters 
In accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the following agenda item the council may vote 
to close the item to members of the public due so that the Council can discuss Staffing matters (which may include, but 
not limited, to contracts of employment, salaries, HR Policies, terms of service, engagement, conduct and dismissal of 
employees, appointment of employees, financial or personal business affairs of the individual) minutes of the decisions 
made under this item will be open to the public. 
After Discussion, the Council noted that in the preceding month, the clerk had worked a total of 27hrs and Cllr Spray 
advised that the role/hours/salary do need reviewing. Cllr Spray called for another Cllr to work with Cllr Reeves on this 
so that there is no conflict of interest between the Clerk and the Chair roles who work closely together in Parish Councils. 
Cllr Connole agreed to work with Cllr Reeves. The Clerk explained that extra tasks such as setting up and the on-going 
administration of the new parish website will also take additional time. The Clerk will continue to monitor the hours, the 
Council agreed to the 7hrs overtime for the preceding month. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
9:10pm.  

  
 


