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Annual Meeting of Laneham Parish Council 
Minutes of Laneham Parish Council Annual Meeting held on the 6th May 2021 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations enacted 
under the Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 7:00pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr Malcolm Spray  Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Rosemarie Connole  Vice-Chair 
    Cllr Corinna Reeves (from 29.21) 
    Cllr Gareth Kirk  
    Cllr Dan Griffin   
     
Also, Virtually Present  Ed Knox Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 
Via Remote Attendance  0 Member of the Public  
    Dist Cllr Shirley Isard 
         
23.21 To Elect a Chairman of the Council 

Cllr Griffin Proposed, Cllr Connole Seconded that Cllr Spray be Chairman. Therefore, the Council resolved that Cllr Spray 
be elected Chairman. Cllr Spray together with the Proper Officer, signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office of 
Chairman form. 
 

24.21 To Elect a Vice-Chair of the Council 
Cllr Spray Proposed, Cllr Kirk Seconded that Cllr Connole be Vice-Chair. Therefore, the Council resolved that Cllr 
Connole be elected Vice-Chair.  
 

25.21 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 
None. 

 
26.21 To Approve Apologies for Absence 

The Council resolved to accept the apologies of Cllrs Beckett & Warton-Woods due to work reasons at the Polling 
Station. 
 

27.21 To Approve the previous meeting Minutes 
After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes of the previous three 
meetings as a true and accurate record.  
 

28.21 To Receive District & County Councillors Reports 
 Dist Cllr Isard: Provided an update that Bassetlaw Planning have allocated an officer to investigate the dumping on the 

‘island’ by the riverside. Cllr Spray asked Dist Cllr Isard to chase the Property Manager at Bassetlaw Council about the 
lease for the playing field on Broadings Lane because he has been chased three times and not replied. Cllr Isard also 
confirmed that the Planning Dept were still investigating the small caravan site on Dunham Road. 

 
 County Cllr Ogle: Did not attend.  
 
➢        Adjournment – 15 Minute Public Forum 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak. No comments. The Chairman 
reconvened the meeting.  

 
29.21 To Approve Annual Governance Statement (Section 1 Annual Return) for Year Ending 2020/21 

The Clerk reported the findings of the internal auditor, Cllr Kirk Proposed, Cllr Spray Seconded and the Council 
approved the Annual Governance Statement. The Clerk and the Chairman signed the Annual Governance Statement. 

 
30.21 To Approve Accounting Statements (Section 2 Annual Return) for Year Ending 2020/21  

The Clerk circulated by email prior to the meeting the Annual Return Section 2 Accounting Statements. Cllr Kirk 
Proposed, Cllr Spray Seconded and the Council approved the approved the Accounts and the Clerk and the Chairman 
signed the Accounting Statements. Action, the Clerk will submit the Annual Return Exemption Certificate (because 
turnover was below £25,000) to the External Auditor along with any required supporting documents and upload copies 
to the webpage. 
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31/21 Finance: 
Monthly Income & Expenditure 

After discussion of the Financial Information, circulated by email before the meeting, the council unanimously resolved 
to accept them as a true and accurate record. 
 
1. To Approve Payments:  

The Council approved the following: - 
Payee   Item        Amount 
2Commune Ltd  Cllrs Warton-Woods & Griffin ‘gov.uk’ email address   £84.00 
Jones & Co   Solicitors Initial Fee regards Update of Land Registry Docs  £30.00 
Jones & Co   Solicitors Initial Costs Land Sale     £100.00 
System Hygiene Ltd  Village Warden Litter Picking Hoop     £14.22 
Post Office Ltd  Postage        £15.84 
S.Ashworth Diggers  Grass Cutting 10.04.21 Garth & Bell Holt    £125.00 
Came & Co Ltd  Insurance Renewal 2021/22     £453.03 
Village Lengthsman  B&Q Wood Stain/Paint & Litter Picking Equipment   £61.82 
Toparia Summits Ltd  Essential Tree Surgery the Garth, Bell Holt, Wharf & Parish Garden £1,614.00 
Total Payments          £2,518.91 

    
2. Receipts: 

From   Item        Amount 
Bassetlaw District Council 1st Half Precept 2021/22      £7,905.50 
Bassetlaw District Council 1st Half Concurrent Grant 2021/22     £4.50 
Bassetlaw District Council 1st Half Precept 2021/22      £112.50 
BT Openreach  Wayleave 6-Year back payment     £770.92 
National Grid  Wayleave Back Pay Compensation     £300.00 
Came & Co A J Gallagher Insurance Premium Refund Adjustment    £106.27 
Total Receipts          £9,199.69 
Bank Balances  
The Current Account Balance         £16,251.57 
Direct Debits and Standing Orders for staff and agency worker salaries including PAYE and Pension, all approved 
unanimously. 

  
32/21 To Discuss ‘Bring Laneham Together Feel-Good Campaign’  

Cllr Griffin explained the idea of the ‘Laneham Brand’ the clerk showed Cllr Griffin’s designs on the screen share facility.  

 
Cllr Griffin hoped that this may be of interest to local people, something that can potentially tie in with a Laneham 
Fete/Garden Party Events. Cllr Spray added that it would be great to have an event post Covid, so that the community 
can come together again. Cllr Reeves & Griffin agreed to produce a business case and work together to progress the idea. 

  
33/21 To Progress Broadings Lane Playing Field Project 

District Cllr Isard agreed to chase the Bassetlaw Property Manager regards the lease for the playing field. Cllr Kirk 
advised that after a lot of effort, he managed to get confirmation from Bassetlaw Planning that the Council won’t need 
Planning Permission for any play equipment on the site, as long as it is under 4mtrs high. 
Once the lease has come through and been signed, Cllr Spray agreed to write to a few local grant funding bodies to see 
if we can obtain further funding for additional equipment at the park. 
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Cllr Spray expressed gratitude towards the two ladies on the Village Hall Committee who have worked tirelessly to 
obtain almost £5,000 toward the project, and that they have plans in place for a car boot sale to generate some further 
income. The Parish Council has already pledged £5,000 and once a lease is in place, Cllr Spray will submit a Lotto 
Awards for All application. 
Cllr Spray thanked Cllrs Griffin, Kirk and Warton-Woods for their efforts at obtaining a selection of quotes. The Clerk 
displayed the quotations and a summary sheet on the screen share facility. 
After a thorough discussion of the pros and cons of each company, the options were whittled down to Caloo Ltd who 
offer an annual £450 service plan which includes repairs and maintenance automatically up to a certain level, and 
Kompan Ltd. Cllr Griffin identified a playpark near Collingham where Kompan equipment is located, the Cllrs agreed 
that they would go look at some Kompan equipment in situ and compare it to the Caloo equipment in situ at Pinder 
Park in Rampton.  
After further discussion, Cllr Spray Proposed, Cllr Connole Seconded and the Council resolved that the final option will 
be chosen at the next parish council meeting, at which, it is hoped that the lease will have come through from 
Bassetlaw Council, and Cllrs Kirk & Griffin will have been in touch with the two ladies at the hall committee for their 
input into the quotes. Cllrs Kirk, Griffin and Warton-Woods will present amended quotes at the next meeting from 
Caloo and Kompany so a final vote can be made. 

 
33/21 To Progress the Openreach Community Broadband Partnership Scheme  

Unfortunately, the voucher scheme has changed from 1st Apr 2021, the Notts Digital Engagement Officer (NDEO) has 
advised “at present there is now no top-up support available, as we have required DCMS to change an element of the 
eligibility criteria. They could not accommodate this change to coincide with the launch of the new voucher scheme on 
April 8th. In order to ensure that our top-up targets the premises within the county with the poorest internet, we have 
added an additional eligibility criterion, which must be met in order for top-up support. The Notts top-up will now only 
be made available to homes and businesses that are unable to receive a minimum of 30Mbps download.”  
It was hoped that there was an opportunity to amalgamate schemes on the same telephone exchange to deliver 
connectivity to those who need it. However, the manager at Openreach has called the Clerk to advise that this is not 
possible for the properties in the area due to the geographical layout and distance between properties and properties 
on the same exchange but in different villages. 
The Clerk has submitted costing enquiries for the following areas: 

• Rampton & Woodbeck Parish 388 properties on Rampton Exchange Submitted Ref 55470, £856 per property and 
would be covered by Govt Voucher Scheme alone. Openreach are moving forward to progress a community portal. 
70% (238 properties) sign up is needed to make the project viable and move forward. No Contract required 

• Laneham Parish 106 Properties submitted on Dunham On Trent Exchange ref 52622, £951.18 per property and 
would be covered by Govt Voucher Scheme alone. Openreach are moving forward to progress a community portal. 
70% sign up is needed to make the project viable and move forward. This one did not qualify for demand led at this 
initial assessment stage so will require a contract if it doesn’t reach the 130% pledge target required, at least 74 
properties required for sign up to make the project viable and move forward. 

• Dunham, Darlton, Ragnall & Fledborough Parishes 22 properties registered on Tuxford exchange ref 55846. 
Unfortunately, the 22 properties on the Tuxford Exchange would cost in excess of £10,000 per property and 
therefore is not economically viable to proceed with and the costs far exceed what the Govt Voucher & Notts CC 
Top Up scheme can cover. 

• Dunham, Darlton, Ragnall & Fledborough Parishes 277 Properties registered on Dunham On Trent Exchange Ref 
55487, unfortunately, the total cost for this scheme is £2600 per property, £1500 of which is covered by the 
Central Govt Voucher Scheme. Unfortunately, the changes to the Notts CC Top Up Scheme from 1st Apr 2021 
means that the £1,500 additional top up, which previously would have been enough to bring superfast broadband 
to all 277 homes, is now only available to those with a broadband speed of 0 to 30 

• mbs. Openreach have advised that there are 93 properties out of the 277 which would qualify for the top up, we 
would need 72% take up for the scheme to be viable. Openreach are now looking at finding out a list of the 93 
properties so that these can be approached to see if the majority of them will sign up to the scheme. 

• South Leverton Parish 221 Addresses on Sturton Le Steeple Exchange Ref 55486, unfortunately, the total cost for 
this scheme is £1,857 per property, £1500 of which is covered by the Central Govt Voucher Scheme. Unfortunately, 
the changes to the Notts CC Top Up Scheme from 1st Apr 2021 means that the £1,500 additional top up, which 
previously would have been enough to bring superfast broadband to all 221 homes, is now only available to those 
with a broadband speed of 0 to 30mbs.  Openreach have advised that there are 64 properties out of the 221 which 
would qualify for the top up, we would need 72% take up for the scheme to be viable. Openreach are now looking 
at finding out a list of the 64 properties so that these can be approached to see if the majority of them will sign up 
to the scheme. 
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• Beckingham, Saundby & Bole Parishes 632 addresses on the Saundby Exchange Ref 55489 £968 per property and 
would be covered by Govt Voucher Scheme alone. Openreach are moving forward to progress a community portal. 
70% sign up is needed to make the project viable and move forward. 

The Clerk advised that the Openreach manager who had been off sick, had been exchanged for another manager, who 
ring him to give all the above information over the phone. The Laneham programme, the manager explained he was 
moving this forward to have the Community Sign up portal set up, that ‘Wendy’ from Openreach would be in touch in 2 
to 3 weeks but he didn’t hear anything further, Wendy was to set up the sign up system and provide all the literature 
and supporting materials for the parish council to promote the sign up in the local area. The Clerk agreed to chase the 
Notts County Council Broadband Engagement Officer and County Cllr for their assistance in escalating the matter with 
Openreach.  
If any residents have further questions, they can also contact the Notts County Council Broadband Engagement Officer 
and his Better Broadband for team using enquiries.broadband@nottscc.gov.uk  or by phoning 0115 977 2532. 
County Cllr Ogle agreed to escalate the issue with the County Council and Openreach to see if anyone else can cover 
the absent Openreach Manager and progress matters. 
The next step is for Openreach to submit the schemes to DCMS for funding approval where applicable from Central 
Govt, once this has been achieved, Openreach can start the community portals and promotion of the schemes and sign-
up can take place. 
 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
8:40pm.  
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