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Annual Parish Meeting of Laneham Parish 
Minutes of Laneham Annual Parish Meeting held on the 6th May 2021 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations enacted under 
the Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 6:30pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr Malcolm Spray  Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Rosemarie Connole 
    Cllr Gareth Kirk  
    Cllr Dan Griffin 
     
Also, Virtually Present  Ed Knox Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 
Via Remote Attendance  0 Member of the Public  
    Dist Cllr Shirley Isard 
         
01/21 To Approve Apologies for Absence 

The Council resolved to accept the apologies of Cllrs Beckett & Warton-Woods due to work reasons undertaking Polling 
Station duties. Cllr Reeves did not attend. 
 

2/21 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 
None. 
 

3/21 To Approve the previous meeting Minutes 
After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes of the previous annual 
parish meeting as a true and accurate record.  
 

4/21 To Receive Chairman’s Report 
 Cllr Spray gave an overview of the past year and looked forward to the future: The past year has been a difficult time 

for the parish and the country.   Many activities in the village have been paused over the past year but I look forward to 
them recommencing when it is safe to do so.  I would like to say a special thank you to all those volunteers, who 
carryout those activities, for their work in the past and in the future. 
I would like to thank the Parish Clerk Ed Knox for all his help and his continued guidance since I became Chair.  My 
thanks also to the other Councillors who each add their own personal experience and expertise to the role of the 
Council.  I would also like to welcome Kev Storrs, our new Lengthsman.  He joined in April and is already making a big 
difference. 

 Having carried out a survey of residents, the Council is aware of areas of concern within the Village.  Some of those 
concerns such as litter, play equipment and internet access are already being addressed.  Other concerns such as traffic, 
roads and signage will be focused on in the upcoming year.  To manage expectations the Council can only raise many 
issues at District and County levels, but we will continue to do our utmost to bring about improvements but where we 
can change and renew things we will.  I and my fellow Councillors are committed to the ideal that the Council is there 
for all residents of all ages. 

 As we emerge from the global pandemic, into whatever the new normal will be, I wish you, the residents of Church 
Laneham and Laneham, all the very best for the future. 

 
5/21 To Receive Poor Close Charity/The Annuity of 13shillings and 4d, Annual Report & Summary of Accounts  

Cllr Spray presented a summary the report and accounts from the charity Trustees, the full report being circulated 
around the Parish Council by email prior to the meeting: There is currently only one trustee at present, Income for year 
£383. No Expenditure for the year due to Covid and no requests for funding. Current Bank balance is £1394.00. If there 
are up to 3 local residents of Laneham Parish would like to be trustees of the Poor Close Charity, please contact the 
Parish Council Clerk who can put you in touch with the Chairman of the Charity. 
 

6/21 To Receive the Laneham Memorial Hall Charity Annual Report & Summary Annual Report & Summary of Accounts  
Cllr Griffin presented a summary the report and accounts from the Charity Trustees: Financial overview was presented 
of explanations of income and expenditure. Grants have come in to us this financial year totalling £21,000. Dan has 
been reappointed as Chairman of the Hall Trustees and drawn up guidelines to give to hirers relating to use during 
COVID. The election polling day hire will be used as a proving ground for how the hall works with these restrictions in 
place and we will review afterwards. We believe that the hall could be back to normal use around end of June once the 
Government restrictions have fully lifted. 
The first major event could be a BBQ in the carpark with BYO drink, fundraising with sales of tea/coffee and 
burgers/hotdogs though we could have food hygiene certificates in place before then. We’ve applied for several grants 
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from BDC to cover losses sustained during the different lockdowns totalling £21,290. Our accounts for 2020/21 have 
been audited, income was £21,510.91, Expenditure £1,855.48 with a bank balance of £27,949.25. 
Cinema: We applied for funding from NCC of £3900 which we’ve been successful in our application. This was based on 
us running the cinema nights for the next 3 years ourselves and purchasing the equipment to do so. The committee 
voted on whether to accept the grant from NCC given the change in circumstances and the vote landed in favour of 
accepting the grant and potentially using village hall reserves to top up if the PC didn’t grant their part. We have credit 
for 3 films from Blueprint which we propose will run Oct/Nov/Dec 2021 and see how they go. 
Plan for the Year Ahead: 
• Cinema - start from October 
• Bookies & Cookies - start from September 
• BBQ in the carpark - August 
• Pilates/yoga/table tennis - get in touch with the groups and let them know that they can 
use the hall again from June should they so wish. 
• Christmas fair - too far in advance to say - rediscuss in September 
• Seniors Christmas lunch - as above 
• Agreed in principle for Madam Crepe pop-up van to attend 
The Village Hall Governing Document states that there should be up to 19 Trustees on the Management Committee, we 
currently have 7, if people in the parish would like to join, please contact Dan Griffin. 
 

7/21 10 Minute Parish Meeting Public Open Forum for the purpose of discussing parish affairs 
None. 

 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
6:50pm.  

  
 


