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Meeting of Laneham Parish Council 
Minutes of Laneham Parish Council held on the 15th Mar 2021 virtually via Zoom, as per the regulations enacted under the 
Coronavirus Act 2020, the meeting commenced at 7:00pm. 
 
Members Virtually Present Cllr Malcolm Spray  Chairman 
Via Remote Attendance  Cllr Corinna Reeves  
    Cllr Rosemarie Connole 
    Cllr Gareth Kirk  
    Cllr Dan Griffin (from item 15/21) 
    Cllr Ian Warton-Woods (from item 15/21) 
     
     
Also, Virtually Present  Ed Knox Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer 
Via Remote Attendance  0 Member of the Public  
    County Cllr John Ogle 
    Dist Cllr Shirley Isard 
         
12/21 To Approve Apologies for Absence 

The Council resolved to accept the apologies of Cllr Beckett due to work reasons. 
 

13/21 To Record Declarations of Interest in any items to be discussed 
Cllr Griffin declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 8/21.  

 
14/21 To Approve Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

After discussion, the council resolved to accept the minutes. The chairman signed the minutes of the previous meeting 
as a true and accurate record.  
 

15/21 To Receive a written application for the office of Parish councillor and to potentially Co-opt a candidate to fill the 
existing vacancy 
After discussion of the three applicants and debating the merits of each person, there are only two vacant seats, the 
chairman called for a vote, all in favour resolved to co-opt Dan Griffin & Ian Warton-Woods. Mr Griffin & Mr Warton-
Woods signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office forms and completed the ‘registration of interests’ forms. The 
Chairman gave thanks to the other member of the public wishing to be co-opted and asked them to apply and again 
should a seat become vacant. Action, the Clerk to inform Bassetlaw District Council. 

 
16/21 To Receive District & County Councillors Reports 
 Dist Cllr Isard: Advised she has received enquiries regarding the Caravans on the plot of land on Dunham Road, 

Bassetlaw Council Enforcement Officer has been made aware and a stop notice has been issued because the hardcore 
and caravans have appeared without the appropriate planning permission. Cllr Spray added that the Parish Council and 
several members of the public have also enquired with Bassetlaw Planning as to whether correct planning procedures 
have been followed.  

 County Cllr Ogle: Provided an update on the state of the area near the River Trent due to building work traffic from 
Manor Park and the recent river flooding. Cllr Spray advised that the Highways Authority had replied to him that the 
large amounts of debris from the flooding, that has gathered on the verge didn’t warrant action by the County Council. 
Cllr Spray agreed to take a photo and send to County Cllr Ogle for investigation as to who will have to remove the 
detritus.  

 Cllr Ogle advised that Potholes will be patch filled instead of the use of granular ‘Via Mix’ filling using seamless pothole 
technology and also advised that work is being done to improve the drain clearance and maintenance.  

 
➢        Adjournment – 15 Minute Public Forum 

The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow members of the public to speak. There were no members of the public 
present, therefore, the Chairman reconvened the meeting.  

 
17/21 Finance: 

Monthly Income & Expenditure 

After discussion of the Financial Information, circulated by email before the meeting, the council unanimously resolved 
to accept them as a true and accurate record. 
 
1. To Approve Payments:  
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The Council approved the following: - 
Payee   Item        Amount 
2Commune Ltd  Cllr Kirk ‘gov.uk’ email address     £35.00 
NALC   Planning Training for all Cllrs     £84.00 
NALC   Annual Membership 2021      £104.57 
Clerk Expenses  2nd Class Postage & Labels for Parish Survey    £134.90 
Flagmakers Ltd  Union Jack Flag for Flag Pole     £73.66 
A.J Products Ltd  Lengthsman Equipment – Salt Spreader    £83.98 
CPC Ltd   Lengthsman Equipment – Trolley Cart    £358.80 
Gauntleys Ltd  Lengthsman Equipment – PPE & Tools    £114.10 
Quality Keys Ltd  Lengthsman Equipment – Key Set     £2.95 
Total Payments          £432.13 

    
2. Receipts: 

From   Item        Amount 
Yorkshire Bank  Interest        £2.88 
National Grid Ltd  Wayleave 6-Year back payment     £13.02 
Total Receipts          £15.90 
Bank Balances  
The Current Account Balance         £10,527.35 
Direct Debits and Standing Orders for staff and agency worker salaries including PAYE and Pension, all approved 
unanimously. 
After discussion, Cllr Spray proposed and the Council unanimously resolved that training for Cllrs be funded by the 
Administration budget of the Parish Council and all members to undertake the new Planning on-line training 
provided by NALC. Action, Clerk to contact NALC. 

  
18/21 To Receive the results of the Parish Survey  

Cllr Spray presented the results from the survey. A total of 17 replies were received. The table below details the 
amount of interest/support there was in a particular subject question: 

 
It is hoped that with the employment of the Village Warden Lengthsman, he will improve the maintenance of Parish 
Council owned assets, reduce litter and improve the appearance of the parish, undertaking various roles from litter 
picking to cleaning of road signs, to general maintenance of assets such as the war memorial, noticeboards, bus shelter 
etc. The Warden will also take note of Highways issues such as Potholes, damaged road signs, faulty street lights and 
and report these direct to the County Council as part of his day job as he comes across them, and report other matters 
such as Fly tipping to Bassetlaw Council. Cllr Reeves would also like to encourage members of the public to form their 
own pressure groups who report direct to Notts County Council various highways, footpaths, street lighting issues as 
and when they arise, and Fly Tipping to Bassetlaw Council. The Clerk shared the virtual screen to show the Council that 
the ‘A-to-Z’ on the Parish Council website https://www.laneham-pc.gov.uk/atoz.html if members of the public search 
this, i.e. ‘S’ for street lighting it takes the public straight to the reporting tool at the County Council same for ‘F’ Fly-
tipping to Bassetlaw and ‘P’ for pot holes to the County Council. Cllr Connole commented that once you do it, its really 
easy for members of the public to report via the tool, and the County Council came out pretty quickly to investigate and 
rectify matters. For those who don’t have the Internet, they can report all County Council matters by phone to 0300 
123 5000 for Fly Tipping they can phone 01909 533533.  

 
19/21 To Discuss Laneham Village Hall 
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Prior to the meeting, Cllr Spray circulated the following information which has come to light and thoroughly 
investigated. The Village Hall Committee approached the Council for £1,900 towards the Cinema Project for the hall. 
The Clerk and Chairman were unaware of this figure and checked the past 3 years’ worth of correspondence, minutes 
and budgetary information. In the search process the Parish Council’s copies of the Governing Deeds of the Village Hall 
have been located. The Clerk approached the Charity Commission to check that these are the correct and most up to 
date version, and received confirmation that they are. The Council has checked with the National Association of Local 
Councils (NALC), Rural Community Action Nottinghamshire (RCAN) which incorporates ACRE (Advise and Support for 
Village Halls) to seek guidance that the following facts are correct: 

• In 1973 the Parish Council purchased the Village hall for the sum of £575 with monies made from Voluntary 
donations on behalf of the Charity (Laneham Memorial Hall Charity) 

• The Deed in Para 2 on Page 3 of the Deed it states that:  
“The Parish Council of Laneham shall be the custodian trustee of the charity under the provisions of sub-section (2) 
of section 4 of the Public Trustee Act 1906 shall apply to the said Council and to the Committee respectively, in like 
manner as they apply to the Public Trustee and managing trustees.” 

• NALC advise: “Where the managing trustees are individuals, as here, it is not unusual for a separate body to be the 
custodian trustee of any land. This is because if the managing trustees own the land it would have to be transferred 
at the Land Registry every time one of the trustees left or another one joined. By having a corporate body as 
custodian trustee that is avoided and it is quite common for the local Parish Council to act as custodian trustee. As 
the Parish Council is custodian trustee in this case it simply holds the title to the land on behalf of the three 
managing trustees.” 

• Therefore, a Council often acts as a Custodian Trustee and holds the Title Deed on behalf of the Charity.  This does 
not mean that the Council owns the property.  That belongs to the Charity, which is managed by the Charity 
Trustees (the Committee) and is entirely independent from the Council. Therefore, as Custodian Trustee the PC 
does not own the Village hall and has no obligations to that property. 

• NALC also advise: 
o “The role of a custodian trustee is very limited. The legal title to the charity’s property is vested in the local 

council and it has custody of all documents relating to the property. The managing trustees must have free 
access to the title deeds.” The Original Title Deeds are located at IIlett Clarke & Co Solicitors in Worksop 
together with other legal Deeds of the Parish Council.  

o “The charity property should be listed in the council’s assets register but with nil value.” The Clerk has 
amended our Asset Register to reflect this. 

o “Responsibility for insurance of the charity property falls on the managing trustees.” The Clerk has 
contacted Came & Co to remove the Buildings Insurance cover from the Parish Council Insurance and Cllr 
Spray has contacted the Chairman of the Hall Committee Charity to let them know they need to include 
this on their insurance. 

o “The custodian trustee has no power to manage the property and no role in the administration of the 
charity. 

o “The custodian trustee duty is to perform all lawful acts necessary to enable the managing trustees to 
administer the charity efficiently.” 

o “The custodian trustee should not act if the matter is a breach of trust or involves liability for the custodian 
trustee holding charity property forever.” 

• Para 12 Page 6 of the Deed states: - 
“The Committee shall cause all the buildings and other property of the charity at all times to be kept in repair and 
sufficiently insured against fire theft public liability and other insurable risks. This means that the PC is not 
responsible for any maintenance or insurance to the Village Hall.  Those are the responsibilities of the Village Hall 
Committee as Managing Trustees.   

• Para 16 Page 6 of the Deed states: - 
“The Committee shall provide and keep a minute book and books of account. All proper statements of Account in 
relation to the charity shall in each year be prepared as prescribed by section 32 of the Charities Act 1960 and 
copies thereof shall be sent to the Parish Council of Laneham” Therefore, the accounts shall be presented to the 
Parish Council once a year, usually in May at the Annual Parish Meeting. 

• The Deed also puts a duty on the Committee to hold a yearly AGM, which is open to the public of Laneham who get 
to vote on matters discussed at the AGM. The Deed explains that up to 23 people can be on the committee and the 
Parish Council has the power to appoint 2 people of its choosing to the committee. 

• Para 17 on page 6 of the Deed states: -  
“The Committee may with the consent of the Charity Commissioners or the Secretary of State from time to time by 
mortgage or otherwise obtain such advances on the security of the trust property or any part thereof as may be required 
for maintaining extending or improving” Therefore, it is the responsibility of the Hall Committee as Managing Trustees 
and not the Parish Council, as Custodian Trustee to obtain funding and manage any future village hall extension or 
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refurbishment project. Consequently, with immediate effect, there can be no further discussions or decisions from 
the Parish Council with this regard. 
The Parish Council has for years, been paying out Public money for a building that it does not own, mistakenly believing 
it does, albeit with best intentions. In guidance the Parish Council has received from ACRE, in the Document Town and 
Parish Councils working with Village Halls it actually covers this by stating: - To avoid confusion at a later date, which is 
an all-too-common occurrence, the wording in the Proprietorship Register should read: “[Name of Parish Council] as 
custodian [or Sole] trustee of the [name of village hall]”. 
However, this does not change the fact that the Parish Council and the Village Hall Committee Chairman both now 
know the Parish Council do not own the building.  
In summary the committee own the property as a charity, the committee are responsible for the maintaining, upkeep, 
management/running, insurance, improvements to the village hall. The Council has no responsibility for the hall, what it 
does mean is once Parish Council meetings are allowed to take place face-to-face, the Committee may charge the 
parish council a reasonable regular user charge for hiring the hall for parish council meetings in the same way it does 
for other regular groups. 
 
Cllr Spray added that whilst this may cause some upset in certain quarters, it does not alter the facts and the Parish 
Council fully understands that and empathises with the Committee, but now we know the situation the Council would 
be acting outside its remit if it just carried on as it has been doing.  Therefore, the Council can only assist the Village Hall 
through appropriate rent as a local user group when it hires it for Council meetings and by the Committee potentially 
asking for Grant funding in line with the Parish Council Grant funding policy.  The Council can only grant monies in line 
with that policy and to the limits of the S.137 Regulations. 
 
Local Government Act Section 137 statutory permits a local council to spend money for the direct benefit of some or all 
of its residents within part or all of its parish boundary. However, there are rules and restrictions as follows: 
• To be used only as a last resort when another power is not available for a specific function 
• Cannot be used to benefit an individual person 
• Cannot be used retrospectively  
• Must be ‘consummate’.  Meaning the authority must not spend the majority of the allowance for the benefit 

of a few residents according to the amendment by the Local Government and Housing Act 1989 s36, e.g., less 
than 10% of the population. 

• Bound by the S137 limit £8.12 x the electorate of the parish 343 = £2785 a year. This is the maximum the 
Parish Council can choose (not must) donate to groups and charities in the parish per year.  
The S137 grant process is also bound by the Grant Awarding policy of the council. 

 
Lastly, The Parish Council does own the storage shed at the back of the hall; this was bought in the early 2000’s by the 
Council, for the Council as an archive storage unit. The Council has tidied the shed ready for the Lengthsman starting 
work, and is happy for the Village Hall Trustees to neatly store the tables at the rear of the shed adjacent the filing 
cabinet. 
The Parish Council needs to arrange for the title register at the Land Registry to be corrected. After further discussion, 
Cllr Spray Proposed, Cllr Kirk Seconded and the Council Resolved that the Clerk arrange for the solicitors correctly 
update the Title Register at HM Land Registry to say: Laneham Parish Council as Custodian Trustee of the Laneham 
Memorial Hall. 

 
20/21 To Progress Broadings Lane Playing Field Project 

The Clerk has chased BDC Council’s Strategic Leisure and Health Communities Manager, Leisure and Cultural Services 
(SLHCM) twice since the last meeting and has escalated the matter with Dist Cllr Isard. At present BDC arrange for 
hedge cutting, tree maintenance and grass cutting. The SLHCM has advised that if the Parish Council are prepared to 
sign a lease for the land for a minimum of 25-year term, including full maintenance and repair then BDC will take it a 
proposal through the Cabinet process as it cannot be done as part of a delegation scheme. 
The SLHCM would like to know if the Parish Council are agreeable to a long-term lease in which the Parish Council takes 
over the ground’s maintenance of the playing field. After Discussion, Cllr Spray Proposed, Cllr Griffin Seconded and the 
Council Resolved that 1) The Council accepts the offer of a lease with full maintenance and repair by the Parish Council 
on a minimum of at least 25-year term, and that the Chairman and Clerk are delegated full power to oversee and agree 
this lease on behalf of the Parish Council. 2) The Council accepts and gives thanks to a local farmer who has agreed that 
once a lease has been signed, he will add the hedge cutting of the playing field to his existing contracts, for free. 3) That  
after reviewing the three grass cutting quotes, the Council accepts the tender from Simon Ashworth Diggers Ltd (SADL) 
at an initial cut of £20 per cut whilst there is no play equipment on the park, that Simon add the site onto his existing 
contract with the Parish Council, to commence whenever responsibility for the maintenance of the land passes from 
BDC to the Parish Council, and that the Council looks to enter into a long term agreement with SADL for a contract for 
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all the Parish Council grass cutting. 4) Cllrs Griffin, Kirk and Warton-Woods obtain like for like quotes from at least three 
playground companies, together with guidance from the Clerk. 5) Once the lease is arranged, Cllr Spray will apply for 
Awards for All Grant funding of £10,000 to increase the budget for the project to approximately £19,000. 6) Once the 
lease is signed and play equipment is installed, the equipment will be owned, insured and maintained by the Parish 
Council and the role of Village Warden Lengthsman (VWL) will encompass inspection and maintenance, the VWL will be 
put through the appropriate ROSPA Playsafety Ltd Training courses.7) Factor in a £1000 amount on the 2022 precept 
that will be ring fenced annually so that a fund builds for future equipment replacement. 

 
21/21 To Note the Openreach Community Broadband Partnership Scheme  

All of the eligible addresses in the parish have been submitted to Openreach who advised that the larger the project the 
lower the take up percentage is needed to make the project happen, additionally, the larger the project, the lower the 
cost per property. Openreach propose on opening 1 large community portal covering all eligible addressed in Rampton, 
Woodbeck, Laneham, Church Laneham, Dunham, Ragnall, Fledborough and Dalton.  
However, the Govt is in the process of winding up the existing scheme, in readiness for a new improved scheme to start 
after 1st Apr 2021. As soon as they’re able, Openreach will launch the community portal page and together with Notts 
County Council provide letters to each household and templates for each parish council to use on their websites, social 
media pages, and for any leaflet drops. At least 40% of eligible households need to click onto the portal and give 
consent for the project for it to take place. If this project was done at individual parish level, then the percentage take 
up would need to be around 80%. The manager at Openreach has been asked to work on the larger community portal 
and advise the Clerk once this is ready to be promoted widely in the parish. 

 
22/21 To Discuss Staffing Matters 
 The Council resolved to appoint Kev Storer as Village Warden Lengthsman from 1st April 2021. The Clerk has arranged for 

contracts, task lists, Risk Assessments, Method Statements, PPE and other tools as necessary to start work on the 1st. 
 

There being no further business, the Chairman thanked everyone for their contributions and closed the meeting at 
9:03pm.  

  
 


